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Increasing the added value to basic agricultural 
and forestry production

Within the framework of the project, the vehicle
scales, six truck tractors, five vehicles to transport
feed and a vehicle for transporting liquid products
have also been purchased. Thanks to the invest-
ment, the plant doubled production of feed and thus
the company became independent of external
suppliers. In connection with launching the man-
ufacturing line, twenty - four new employees were
employed.
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Increasing the added value to basic agricultural 
and forestry production

Development of the production hall 
of a fruit and vegetable processing
plant

The scope of the project
Development of the production hall and the pur-
chase of machinery and equipment.

Beneficiary
The beneficiary is the company engaged in pro-
cessing and wholesale sale of fruit and vegetables.
Iceberg lettuce, onions, carrots, tomatoes, cucum-
bers, spinach, chicory are mainly processed. 

In addition, the company is a supplier of apples to
restaurants. The beneficiary has already benefited from
a subsidy of the SAPARD programme under which it
reconstructed the production rooms, installed a wa-
ter treatment system, installed a sewerage system,
electrical system and also built a sanitary room.  

Description of the project
Within the framework of the project, the beneficiary
developed the production hall by equipping it with
the cooling systems and chambers for storing ap-
ples and tomatoes. In addition, it purchased 
a manufacturing line for processing lettuce with 
a capacity of 1 500 kg per hour. The line consists
of a three - level table with twelve workstations where
the upper conveyor is intended for receiving a semi
- product and the central one for transporting the raw
material. At this level, there are installed working ta-
bles for re moving waste parts from vegetables as
well as chimneys for production waste transferred
to the lower level and then transported to a sepa-
rate storage place.

The line also includes the lettuce washing and dry-
ing systems. The washers, designed specially for
cleaning leaf vegetables, guarantee an excellent ef-
fect of washing.

REGION: MAZOWIECKIE

COMMUNE: ZAKROCZYM

AMOUNT OF CO-FINANCING: 1 167 448,80 PLN

AMOUNT OF CO-FINANCING
UNDER EAFRD: 875 586,60 PLN

TOTAL VALUE 
OF THE PROJECT: 3 354 381,00 PLN
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Increasing the added value to basic agricultural 
and forestry production

Thanks to co - financing, the plant has also pur-
chased a weighing and packing line for various types
of cut leaf vegetables. The multi - head combination
scales weighs vegetables with great accuracy
which reduced previous losses due to overweigh-
ing of products. Application of the automatic pack-
ing system additionally improves the appearance
and provides the greater durability of the product by
maintaining the adequate level of protection gases
in each package.

The implemented investment streamlined the man-
ufacturing process in the processing plant, in-
creased its capacity and affected the rise in the qual-
ity of processed products.
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Increasing the added value to basic agricultural 
and forestry production

Modernisation of a plant specializing 
in production of juices 

The scope of the project
The purchase of machinery for filtration and anal-
ysis of the juice composition, facilities for unload-
ing of fruit and hydraulic press for extracting juice.

Beneficiary
The beneficiary is the leading producer of concen-
trated fruit juices, natural flavours of dried fruit.
Favourable natural conditions and the location of the
plant in the ecologically pure regions allow for main-
taining the high quality of offered products.

Description of the project
Within the framework of the project, the beneficiary
purchased a rotary car dumper i.e. a machine used
for unloading of fruit from vehicles. The device is ad-
justed to various types of delivery vans. The central
element is a platform on which the vehicles enter.
The vehicles are tilted at an angle which enables free
dumping of fruit.

The beneficiary also purchased a hydraulic basket
press which is used for extracting juice from fruit. The
cylinder is filled with fruit pulp, from which, by means
of the hydraulic piston, juice is extracted. The de-
vice is fully computerised. The user sets the crush-
ing programme appropriate for each type of fruit. He
may adjust such parameters as the duration of
crushing or pressing force. The hydraulic pressing
system is air - tight. This ensures the purity of juice
and minimizes its oxidation.

REGION: MAŁOPOLSKIE

COMMUNE: ŻEGOCINA

AMOUNT OF CO-FINANCING: 1 756 848,80 PLN

AMOUNT OF CO-FINANCING
UNDER EAFRD: 1 317 636,60 PLN

TOTAL VALUE 
OF THE PROJECT: 5 077 219,00 PLN
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Increasing the added value to basic agricultural 
and forestry production

Within the framework of the investment, the plant has
been equipped with a vacuum filter which is used
for removing solid parts of fruit from juices. It con-
sists of a drum that is covered with filtration fabric,
filtration tank with accessories and pumps. The drum
covered with the filtration layer rotates inside the tank
filled with juice. As a result of vacuum generated in-
side the drum, juice infiltrates to the inside from
where it goes to further processing. All solid parts
of fruit are stopped by the filtration layer on the ex-
ternal part of the drum. Installing a new filter im-
proved the performance of the entire manufactur-
ing line because it reduces the work of the so - called
membrane filter i.e. the device for final filtration of
juice. Previously at that stage solid parts of fruit were
separated.

The purchased plate filter is a device for so - called
microfiltration i.e. purification of juices from bacte-
ria. It consists of a body of stainless steel, filtration
plates and feed pump.The filtration plates are
placed next to each other inside the body of the ma-
chine and then, using the pump, juice is passed
through them. This filtration method allows for ob-
taining juices of the high microbiological purity. Pre-
viously, the beneficiary could monitor the level of
bacteria in juices only when it ordered external lab-
oratories to perform microbiological analyses. Cur-
rently, all juices produced by the plant are purified
from bacteria in an automatic way.

The beneficiary also purchased a chromatograph
i.e. a laboratory device for analysis of the chemical
composition of produced juices. Thanks to this de-
vice, the beneficiary may assess whether its prod-
ucts meet all the quality requirements set by con-
tractors.

The project implementation contributed to increas-
ing the capacity of the plant while reducing the man-
ufacturing costs. The use of devices such as the
chromatograph and plate filter helped to raise the
standards with regard to the product quality.
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Agri - environmental payments

Characteristics of the measure

The subsidies under the agri - environmental payments are to compensate farmers for loss of income which
they would gain using the agricultural methods contributing to the environmental degradation. This refers
to, inter alia, the use of artificial fertilizers and plant protection products as well as draining of periodi-
cally partially inundated agricultural land. The subsidies may be applied for by farmers using meadows
and pastures in an extensive manner and those who will choose to use organic methods in conducting
the holding. Co - financing is also granted to farmers who decide to breed traditional, native breeds of
farm animals such as Polish primitive horses, Polish Red Cattle, Green Leg hens or Złotnicka or Puławska
pigs. Money from RDP 2007-2013 also helps to maintain traditional Polish crops such as emmer wheat,
millet, traditional varieties of apple trees such as: ananas bierżenicki, reneta karmelicka as well as pear
trees: bera boska, paryżanka and plum trees - e.g. węgierka łowicka.

The measure covers 9 agri - environmental packages:
• Package 1. Sustainable agriculture;
• Package 2. Organic agriculture;
• Package 3. Extensive permanent grassland;
• Package 4. Protection of endangered bird species and natural habitats outside the NATURA 2000 ar-

eas;
• Package 5. Protection of endangered bird species and natural habitats within the NATURA 2000 areas;
• Package 6. Preservation of endangered plant genetic resources in agriculture;
• Package 7. Preservation of endangered animal genetic resources in agriculture;
• Package 8. Protection of soil and water;
• Package 9. Buffer zones.

Each package contains agri - environmental variants which include sets of tasks going beyond the valid
basic requirements to be met by beneficiaries of e.g. direct payments.

As far as the amount of aid is concerned, the agri - environmental payments are determined per hectare
of the area, head of the farm animal or running metre of the buffer zone. This is the payment which shall
be paid in a form of a lump - sum payment and is compensation for the lost income and additional costs
incurred.

According to the data as of 31 December 2010, 31% of beneficiaries implemented Organic agriculture
Package, 19,8% - Extensive permanent grassland Package, 19,4% - Sustainable agriculture Package, and
19% - Protection of soil and water Package.
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Agri - environmental payments

The agri - environmental programme 
in peatlands

The scope of the project
The implementation of the agri - environmental pro-
gramme in valuable natural habitats within the
framework of the packages concerning extensive
management of meadows and pastures and the pro-
tection of endangered bird species and natural habi-
tats outside the NATURA 2000 areas in transi-
tional peatlands.

Beneficiary
The farmer runs a holding with an area of nearly 30
ha which is located in the less - favoured areas (LFA).
He specializes in breeding swine. He has a herd of
90 pigs. Live animals are sold to individual users and
agents cooperating with slaughterhouses. The
farmer grows wheat, rye and potatoes which are
used as feed for bred animals.

Description of the project
The aim of the agri - environmental programme in
the territory of the holding is to protect the breed-
ing grounds of birds, inter alia, Northern lap - wing,
Montagu's Harrier and corncrake as well as natural
sites of peat mosses, bog bilberry and common
heather.

The holding receives co - financing within two 
packages: 
• Package 3 – Extensive permanent grassland – im-

plemented on meadows and pastures occupying
the area of almost 3 ha. In this area, artificial fer-
tilization and chemical protection of plants were
discontinued. The beneficiary may not perform
more than two mowings a year. This creates
favourable living conditions for many pasture
plants, invertebrates and nesting birds. About 
5 -15% of the plot remain umowed which enables
natural regeneration of the plants. 

REGION: POMORSKIE

COMMUNE: LINIEWO

THE VALUE OF PAYMENTS
MADE SO FAR:  7 605,00 PLN

PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTED SINCE 2008 
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Agri - environmental payments

• Package 4 – Protection of endangered bird 
species and natural habitats outside the NATURA
2000 areas – implemented in the areas not suit-
able for management, mowing and grazing.
These are mainly peatlands and boggy areas
which occupy almost 3 ha. In this area, there is an
absolute ban on ploughing, using pesticides
and building new drainage systems. The benefi-
ciary is obliged to preserve their natural charac-
ter in order to guarantee relevant conditions to
birds occurring in these areas.
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Agri - environmental payments

The agri - environmental programme 
in an experimental station 
of the national research institute 
of animal production

The scope of the project
The implementation of the agri - environmental pro-
gramme within the framework of the packages con-
cerning extensive management of meadows and
pastures, the protection of endangered bird species
and natural habitats as well as preservation of en-
dangered animal genetic resources.

Beneficiary
The beneficiary conducts the agricultural and agro
- tourism activity in the area of 1,5 thousand ha, of
which approximately 770 ha are permanent grass-
land, including 400 ha covered by the agri - envi-
ronmental programme. On 420 ha of arable land,
maize, cereals and rape are cultivated.

The plant also deals with the breeding of cattle, 
horses and goats. It has nearly 1,000 heads of Sim-
mental cattle and 100 heads of Hereford cattle. It also
conducts the activity related to preservation of tra-
ditional animal breeds which is covered by the agri
- environmental programme. Since 1987, the ben-
eficiary has been breeding Hucul Ponies which are
used for recreational, training and therapeutic pur-
poses. The holding has a herd of 110 horses and
offers horse - riding lessons, horse rides and sleigh
rides. Twice a year, those who are interested may
participate in several days' transhumance of cattle
and horses into mountain pastures. The plant also
makes efforts to restitute the old Polish breed – 
Carpathian goat. Currently, it has around 40 heads.
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Agri - environmental payments

Description of the project
In implementing the agri - environmental pro-
gramme, the beneficiary is engaged in breeding the
dying breed of Hucul Ponies, by using feed from nat-
ural permanent grassland without excessive inter-
ference in the natural environment. The breeding
does not pose any problem and it even helps to pro-
tect corncrakes in the area of almost 200 ha.

The holding benefits from the subsidies under the
following packages:

• Package 3 – Extensive permanent grassland im-
plemented in the area of about 270 ha. These are
mainly meadows and pastures where animals are
grazed. In this area, artificial fertilization and
chemical protection of plants were discontinued.
The beneficiary also applies so - called delayed
mowing which enables natural regeneration of
plants. 5 to 10% of grass remain unmowed until
very late autumn and even early spring of the next
year.

• Package 4 – Protection of endangered bird
species and natural habitats outside the NATURA
2000 areas - implemented in the area of about 150
ha. In these areas, the beneficiary maintains the
meadow landscape which favours the protection
of birds occurring there. 

• Package 7 – Preservation of endangered animal
genetic resources in agriculture. As part of this
package, the beneficiary breeds Hucul Ponies.
This breed originates from the Eastern Carpathi-
ans and is one of the oldest breeds known in
Poland.

REGION: PODKARPACKIE

COMMUNE: ZARSZYN

THE VALUE OF PAYMENTS
MADE SO FAR:   1 611 178,40 PLN

PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTED SINCE 2005 
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Agri - environmental payments

The agri - environmental programme 
in an agro - tourism holding

The scope of the project
The implementation of the agri - environmental pro-
gramme within the framework of the packets con-
cerning organic agriculture and extensive 
maintenance of pastures.

Beneficiary
The beneficiary conducts a horse stud and agro-
tourism holding. Almost 18 ha of its area are pas-
tures. The remaining 23 hectares are forests, pools
and fallow land. The offer of the holding includes ac-
commodation, food and horse riding. In total, the
owner has 26 horses, mainly Trakehners. He teaches
horse riding, organizes recreational trips as well as
trainings on breeding and training horses.

Description of the project
The implementation of the agri - environmental pro-
gramme allows for protection of land against water
erosion.

The area of the holding is not uniform in topographic
terms – there are large hills, ravines, gorges as well
as ponds and pools. Previously, when the benefi-
ciary was engaged in cultivation of cereals in those
areas, ecological damages tended to occur. Water
flowing down the fields contributed to soil erosion.
After converting the holding into the agro - tourism
one, grass and Fabaceae plants such as clover and
alfalfa, covered by co - financing from the agri - en-
vironmental programme, were sowed in the areas
previously occupied by crops. The choice of such
plants eliminated the problem of soil leaching.
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Agri - environmental payments

The holding benefits from the subsidies under the
following packages: 

• Package 3 – Extensive permanent grassland – is
implemented in the area of nearly 18 ha. In the ar-
eas covered by the package, the beneficiary is
obliged to discontinue active soil cultivation. 
Therefore, this area is covered by turf composed
of grass and Fabaceae plants. In this area, artifi-
cial fertilization and chemical protection of plants
were discontinued. The beneficiary may not per-
form more than two mowings a year. He also
leaves about 5 -15% of the plot umowed which en-
ables natural regeneration of the plants.

• Package 2 – Organic agriculture - implemented on
meadows and pastures occupying the area
around 18 ha. The areas covered by this package
are coincident with the area where Package 3 is
implemented. The beneficiary possesses a cer-
tificate of conformity with regard to organic agri-
culture. The areas covered by the package occupy
meadows. Mowed grass is used as feed for ani-
mals. Only organic fertilizers are used. This allows
for preservation of the purity of soil and ground-
water and favours biodiversity of the holding's ar-
eas. The beneficiary is obliged to remove or stack
up cut down biomass within no more than 2 weeks
after mowing.

The abudance of fauna and flora, lakes, forests and
the vicinity of the Drawieński National Park makes
the agro - tourism activity conducted by the bene-
ficiary more attractive. In 2009, the holding occupied
the third place in the regional Agro - Eco Tourism
contest "Green Summer".

REGION: ZACHODNIOPOMORSKIE

COMMUNE: TUCZNO

THE VALUE OF PAYMENTS
MADE SO FAR:    83 378,70 PLN

PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTED SINCE 2004 
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Agri - environmental payments

The agri - environmental programme 
in a holding breeding Jersey cattle

The scope of the project
The implementation of the agri - environmental pro-
gramme within the framework of the packages con-
cerning organic agriculture and the extensive use
of meadows and pastures.

Beneficiary
The beneficiary is a retired person conducting an
agricultural holding with an area of nearly 15 ha. He
has four heads of Jersey cattle used for milk pro-
duction and for reproductive purposes. Milk and
calves born in the holding are sold to local people.
The beneficiary has also two Polish primitive horses
which are used for recreational purposes. He hires
them out to groups preparing battle enactments and
for the purposes of sleigh rides organized in the
commune.

Description of the project
The agri - environmental programme implemented
by the beneficiary allows for protection of wild or-
chid sites occurring in boggy meadows and 
breeding grounds of birds such as common snipes
and corncrakes.

The holding benefits from the subsidies under the
following packages:

• Package 2 – Organic agriculture – implemented
on meadows and pastures occupying the area of
around 10,2 ha. The beneficiary possesses a cer-
tificate of conformity with regard to organic agri-
culture. Only organic fertilizers are used in these
areas. This allows for preserving the purity of soil
and groundwater and favours biodiversity of the
holding's areas. The beneficiary is obliged to re-
move or stack up cut down biomass within no
more than 2 weeks after mowing.
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Agri - environmental payments

• Package 3 – Extensive permanent grassland – is im-
plemented in the area of 0,5 ha. This area is de-
signed for grazing animals and for mowing. It is not
fertilized with artificial fertilizers, no chemical plant
protection products are used there. The benefi-
ciary may not perform more than two mowings a year.
He also leaves about 5 -15% of the plot umowed
which enables natural regeneration of the plants.

• Package 5 – Protection of endangered bird
species and natural habitats within the NATURA
2000 areas – is implemented in the area of nearly
11 ha and partially coincides with the area covered
by Packages 2 and 3. These are mainly boggy
meadows where valuable natural wild orchid
sites and breeding grounds of birds such as com-
mon snipes and corncrakes occur. In this area,
there is an absolute ban on ploughing, using pes-
ticides and building new drainage systems.

The animals bred in the holding pose a very little
threat to preservation of the natural environment. The
Jersey cows and Polish primitive horses are, when
compared to other breeds, very lightweight. While
grazing, they trample down plants growing on
pastures to a lesser extent. When mowing, in order
to protect various species of animals, the benefi-
ciary uses a mower with a short mowing arm. Thanks
to it, animals have a greater chance of escape and
are not killed during mowing.

In the areas of the holding, there is abundance of nat-
ural herbs and other plants such as Hypericum,
Menyanthes trifoliata, Western marsh orchid, early
marsh orchid, heath spotted orchid, marsh helleborine,
european common twayblade and purple marshlocks.
As a result of the above average biodiversity of pas-
tures, the cows owned by the beneficiary are able to
produce milk with a high level of dienes of linoleic acid
which have anti - cancer properties. In 2009, the hold-
ing occupied the second place at the regional stage
of the nation - wide contest "The best organic hold-
ing" in the ecology - environment category.

REGION: ZACHODNIOPOMORSKIE

COMMUNE: WAŁCZ

THE VALUE OF PAYMENTS
MADE SO FAR:  77 138,46 PLN

PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTED SINCE 2004 
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